
SPEAK GOOD ENGLISH 

MOVEMENT 



Background

The Movement was launched in 2000 by then Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong to:

- Ensure Singaporeans recognise the importance of speaking
Standard English

- Encourage Singaporeans to speak Standard English

The Movement shares English language resources on its
website, and its partners support with programmes to help people
experience English in engaging and interesting ways.



Background

Excerpt of Speech by then PM Goh Chok Tong at the Launch of 
Speak Good English Movement 2000: 

ñThe ability to speak good English is a distinct advantage in terms 
of doing business and communicating with the world. This is 

especially important for a hub city and an open economy like ours. If 
we speak a corrupted form of English that is not understood by 

others, we will lose a key competitive advantage. My concern is that 
if we continue to speak Singlish, it will over time become 

Singaporeôs common language.ò 

For full speech, visit: 

http://goodenglish.org.sg/~/media/sgem/document/press%20room/2000/sg

em%20launch%202000%20goh%20speech.pdf

http://goodenglish.org.sg/~/media/sgem/document/press room/2000/sgem launch 2000 goh speech.pdf


Highlights
2000 - 2004

To support the Movement in 2000, the Regional Language Centre (RELC)

launched Grammar Matters, a series of 5 books using comics to illustrate

the correct use of grammar.

More than 170,000 people called in to listen to the MovementôsPhone-In

Lessons in 2002 to learn how to speak good English.



Calendar of Events for 

Speak Good English 

Weekend 

23 ï25 April 2004



Highlights
2005

The Movement offered partial scholarships to volunteers involved in

reading programmes or literacy volunteer work to attend a READi Course

for Reading Facilitators.

The 8th Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA) saw 140 students

compete in story telling sessions, with rehearsed and impromptu oratorical

speeches on various topics.



Highlights
2006

The National Institute of Education (NIE) designed a workshop for

the public to acquaint themselves with the International Phonetic

Alphabet (IPA).



Highlights
2006

A new column, English as it is 

Broken, appeared in the Generation 

Y page of The Sunday Times, to 

address readersô queries on the 

usage of English. The column ran for 

2 years. 



Highlights
2007

Local bands played at Timbre every Wednesday in support of the

Speak Good English Movement.



Highlights
2008

Members of the public participated in free English proficiency tests

conducted by WDA at 4 public libraries.

A new training program for frontline retail staff ïñService English for

Retail Professionalsòï was launched in partnership with the

Singapore Retailers Association.



Highlights
2009

The Movement ran a series of English workshops for teachers and

parents with kindergarten and primary school children.

A new radio programme on ñHowto Inspire and Motivate your Teamò

was launched.



Highlights
2010

The Movement launched òSayIt Right!òand the òSayIt RightòiPhone

Application to help members of the public pronounce commonly

mispronounced words correctly.

Banquet, Kopitiam and Ya Kun supported by putting up Speak Good English

stickers, posters and banners on their premises.



Highlights
2010



Highlights
2011

The Movement transformed all five levels of Jurong Regional Library to

host añSpeakGood EnglishCarnivalò.

There were games and activities for children, parents and young

people to show that they can have fun while still learning and using

Standard English.


