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Background

The Movement was launched in 2000 by then Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong to:

- Ensure Singaporeans recognise the importance of speaking
Standard English

- Encourage Singaporeans to speak Standard English

The Movement shares English language resources on its
website, and its partners support with programmes to help people
experience English in engaging and interesting ways.



Background

Excerpt of Speech by then PM Goh Chok Tong at the Launch of 
Speak Good English Movement 2000: 

“The ability to speak good English is a distinct advantage in terms 
of doing business and communicating with the world. This is 

especially important for a hub city and an open economy like ours. If 
we speak a corrupted form of English that is not understood by 

others, we will lose a key competitive advantage. My concern is that 
if we continue to speak Singlish, it will over time become 

Singapore’s common language.” 

For full speech, visit: 

http://goodenglish.org.sg/~/media/sgem/document/press%20room/2000/sg

em%20launch%202000%20goh%20speech.pdf

http://goodenglish.org.sg/~/media/sgem/document/press room/2000/sgem launch 2000 goh speech.pdf


Highlights
2000 - 2004

To support the Movement in 2000, the Regional Language Centre (RELC)

launched Grammar Matters, a series of 5 books using comics to illustrate

the correct use of grammar.

More than 170,000 people called in to listen to the Movement’s Phone-In

Lessons in 2002 to learn how to speak good English.



Calendar of Events for 

Speak Good English 

Weekend 

23 – 25 April 2004



Highlights
2005

The Movement offered partial scholarships to volunteers involved in

reading programmes or literacy volunteer work to attend a READi Course

for Reading Facilitators.

The 8th Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA) saw 140 students

compete in story telling sessions, with rehearsed and impromptu oratorical

speeches on various topics.



Highlights
2006

The National Institute of Education (NIE) designed a workshop for

the public to acquaint themselves with the International Phonetic

Alphabet (IPA).



Highlights
2006

A new column, English as it is 

Broken, appeared in the Generation 

Y page of The Sunday Times, to 

address readers’ queries on the 

usage of English. The column ran for 

2 years. 



Highlights
2007

Local bands played at Timbre every Wednesday in support of the

Speak Good English Movement.



Highlights
2008

Members of the public participated in free English proficiency tests

conducted by WDA at 4 public libraries.

A new training program for frontline retail staff – “Service English for

Retail Professionals” – was launched in partnership with the

Singapore Retailers Association.



Highlights
2009

The Movement ran a series of English workshops for teachers and

parents with kindergarten and primary school children.

A new radio programme on “How to Inspire and Motivate your Team”

was launched.



Highlights
2010

The Movement launched ”Say It Right!” and the ”Say It Right” iPhone

Application to help members of the public pronounce commonly

mispronounced words correctly.

Banquet, Kopitiam and Ya Kun supported by putting up Speak Good English

stickers, posters and banners on their premises.



Highlights
2010



Highlights
2011

The Movement transformed all five levels of Jurong Regional Library to

host a “Speak Good English Carnival”.

There were games and activities for children, parents and young

people to show that they can have fun while still learning and using

Standard English.



Highlights
2012

The Movement’s series of posters complement the year’s message by

sharing four ways to make good English stick:

1. Make the Effort to Start

2. Stretch Yourself

3. Practise, Practise, Practise

4. Never Underestimate your Own Power



Highlights
2013

The Speak Good English Movement put out ten quick and simple tips

that all of us can use to increase our standard of English. These tips

also show that taking a little step each day, whether it is reading a book

or listening to the radio, can significantly help to improve English

proficiency.



Highlights
2013

Ten tips to help Singaporeans 

improve their English, were 

designed on mugs and 

distributed to members of the 

public. 



Highlights
2014 - 2016

The Speak Good English Movement launched a series of six witty and

humorous videos to debunk the myth that grammar rules are boring

and didactic, and brings some fun back to appreciating good English.

Videos are available on the Movement’s YouTube Channel.



Highlights
2017

The Speak Good English Movement held its first ever symposium at The Arts

House on 15 July 2017. The fully subscribed symposium was attended by

over 200 participants. All sessions can be viewed on the Movement’s

YouTube channel.

The Movement also released a Grammar Rules guidebook, which was well

received by members of the public and the media. A pdf version of the

guidebook can be found on the Movement’s website.



Highlights
2017



Highlights
2017/2018

In July 2017, the Movement announced that it is
offering funding support for programmes that can
raise awareness on the importance of using good
English and encourage the use of Standard
English in Singapore.

The proposals are evaluated twice a year and
interested applicants may download the
Programme Proposal & Funding Support
Request Form from the Movement’s website.
http://goodenglish.org/programme-support

http://goodenglish.org/programme-support


Inspiring Teacher of English Award
(ITEA)

Inaugurated in 2008, the ITEA Teaching Award is presented by the Speak Good
English Movement and the Straits Times, with the support of the Ministry of
Education (MOE).

The Teaching Award recognises English teachers for their efforts at making
lessons exciting and relevant to their students. In 2014, the ITEA Leadership
Award was introduced to acknowledge school leaders who have led their schools
in the development and implementation of an effective English programme.



nhb_speakgoodenglishmovment@nhb.gov.sg

www.goodenglish.org.sg 

facebook.com/speakgoodenglishmovement

youtube.com/goodenglishsg

soundcloud.com/speak-good-english

mailto:nhb_speakgoodenglishmovment@nhb.gov.sg
http://www.goodenglish.org.sg/
http://www.facebook.com/speakgoodenglishmovement
youtube.com/goodenglishsg
soundcloud.com/speak-good-english

