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The Movement was launched in 2000 by then Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong to:

- Ensure Singaporeans recognise the importance of speaking
Standard English

- Encourage Singaporeans to speak Standard English

The Movement shares English language resources on its
website, and its partners support with programmes to help people
experience English in engaging and interesting ways.
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Excerpt of Speech by then PM Goh Chok Tong at the Launch of
Speak Good English Movement 2000:

A T halaility to speak good English is a distinct advantage in terms
of doing business and communicating with the world. This is
especially important for a hub city and an open economy like ours. If
we speak a corrupted form of English that is not understood by
others, we will lose a key competitive advantage. My concern is that
If we continue to speak Singlish, it will over time become
Singaporeb6s comimon | anguag

For full speech, visit:
http://goodenglish.org.sa/~/media/sgem/document/press%20room/2000/sq

em%20launch%202000%20g0h%20speech.pdf



http://goodenglish.org.sg/~/media/sgem/document/press room/2000/sgem launch 2000 goh speech.pdf
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Speak Well §'Library v
Be Understood e

tart reading regularly and you'll be on
your way to speaking good English

To support the Movement in 2000, the Regional Language Centre (RELC)
launched Grammar Matters, a series of 5 books using comics to illustrate
the correct use of grammar.

More than 170,000 people called in to listen to the Mo v e me Phbné-h
Lessons in 2002 to learn how to speak good English.
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The Movement offered partial scholarships to volunteers involved in
reading programmes or literacy volunteer work to attend a READI Course
for Reading Facilitators.

The 8th Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA) saw 140 students
compete in story telling sessions, with rehearsed and impromptu oratorical
speeches on various topics.
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Be Understood

Not only in Singapore,

in colaboration with 380UV
Sounding Right

Leasons i Premunciation

The National Institute of Education (NIE) designed a workshop for
the public to acquaint themselves with the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA).



A new column, English as it is
Broken, appeared in the Generation

reader so ¢
usage of English. The column ran for
2 years.
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Local bands played at Timbre every Wednesday in support of the
Speak Good English Movement.
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Members of the public participated in free English proficiency tests
conducted by WDA at 4 public libraries.

A new training program for frontline retail staff T fiService English for
Retail Professionalso T was launched in partnership with the
Singapore Retailers Association.
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Six Lives, One Language
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The Movement ran a series of English workshops for teachers and
parents with kindergarten and primary school children.

A new radio programme on i H otwr Inspire and Motivate your Te a mo
was launched.
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The Movement launched 0 SalyRi g hand the 0 S aly Ri g hPhane
Application to help members of the public pronounce commonly
mispronounced words correctly.

Banguet, Kopitiam and Ya Kun supported by putting up Speak Good English
stickers, posters and banners on their premises.
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ez Getting it right -
from the start

Get your English right
— even at the kopitiam
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These notes are part of this year's
Speak Good English Movement cam-
paign,

Launched in 2000 to encourage the
use of proper English, this year's cam-
pmfl features the theme “Get It Ri

ancks to expand the areas where
standard Haghsh is used by vroping in
tood-and - beverage ontlets.

Partoers such as Ya Kun and food-
court chain Kopitium will displsy table
stickars encasraging cadomens b e
stundard Enghsh, mch as "Hase you or-
dered?” mstead of “You order already or
not?".

During yesterday'’s media briefing,
the campaign’s head secretaniat, Ms Jen-
nifer Yin, said: “Most Singaporeans
would have gone to a food court at lesst
onee a day. 1f we have our partners on
hoard from the hawker centres, from
the food courts, this will certainly get
OUE meesape ot very well "

The campaign also rallles proficient
Enghsh speakers to be role models for
those who may need guidance.

Said vhaitman Goby Eck Kheng: “The
Dust way to lewrn is through intexsction
and by being conscious, 1t's an everyday
thing”

The campagn ks also i
activist kit tn llnlp correct poor Frgluh
complete with a sticky-note pad used 1o
correct wrongly expressed signs and in-
CorTect writing,

Its 22 partness, including Singapore
Press Holdings (SPH), will each help 1o
spread the message via their communi-
cation Lok,

He woplairad that o huy 4o thl pear’s cam- o
", . : t fine not the tables tell- oy
T O g (v, o e oy dtar PO 4t pesrhe o ity ek g3 "'"f' A :‘!'O“I p Said its editor, Mr Chew V Ming:

“For anyone who is interexted in learn.
ing Enghish, Stomp hrings to the table a
fux and interactive element via the web.
site.”

On the other hund, SPH's online vid-
o news channel Razor TV will embark
on & five-part series, Strevt Spesh,

‘Taking to the streets with & kanguage
expert in taw, hosts of the reality-style
programme will talk to the man in the
street to highlight the mistakes that of-
ﬁp unmoticed i vur duily use of Eng-

RazorTV editor Jonathan Ng swd:
“It's more fun and watchable. 1t's real.
The reality concept makes it easier to
prasp.”

Hoping to inspire readers to Jearn
from others’ succese, my paper will be
pwﬁlm; FOMDE exceulives DA series

called Exccs Spesk Well.
Suid my paper (English) editor Yoos
Kai Chai: “By lighting profisslonak

across different ficlds who have benefit
ed from musstering English, we hope
that we can spresd the message that any -
oneﬂll;lldtuplh Banguage (o bis or
her own way”

nggweniSeph com.sg

u-:mlmmmoom
Proficiest B3 jing ong
Eloment: 7T % yusin su

Concept &% gai nidn




f SPEAK |
Highlights EIIS“%ILJIISJH
2011 3

MOVEMENT

The Movement transformed all five levels of Jurong Regional Library to
hostafi S p eGoad EnglishCar ni val o

There were games and activities for children, parents and young
people to show that they can have fun while still learning and using
Standard English.



