SPEECH BY MS LIM SAU HOONG, CHAIRPERSON OF PROMOTE
MANDARIN COUNCIL, AT THE 31° ANNIVERSARY OF THE SPEAK
MANDARIN CAMPAIGN ON 6 JULY 2010, 11.00 A.M. AT ASIAN
CIVILISATIONS MUSEUM.

Guest-of-Honour Mr Gan Kim Yong, Minister for Manpower,

Mr Sam Tan, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Information and the Arts,

Mr Chen Jiang, Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of the People's Republic of China,
Members of Parliament,

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good Morning

1. It is my pleasure to be here today as the Speak Mandarin Campaign
enters its 31st year. The Promote Mandarin Council will continue to further our
efforts based on the direction we set out last year.

2. In addition to stressing the importance of the Chinese language, we also
hope to nurture Singaporeans’ appreciation of the Chinese culture. In time, it is

our desire that Chinese Singaporeans are distinguished as both effectively

bilingual and bi-cultural.



3. As we encourage Chinese Singaporeans to speak more Mandarin, we
would also like to draw their focus towards speaking the language well. And it is
in our opinion that to speak the language well, it helps to have a better
understanding for the culture.

4, The Chinese Challenge 2009 was a highly visible project, launched with
Business China and the Chinese Language and Culture Fund. It raised the
public’s affinity for the Chinese language and culture by way of a nationwide
contest. And in doing so, The Chinese Challenge lends itself as a wider platform

to encourage Chinese Singaporeans to speak more Mandarin.

5. Last year, the Grand Final, which was broadcasted on Channel 8,
attracted close to 900,000 viewers and clinched the Best Variety Special at
MediaCorp’s Star Awards 2009.

6. This year, we will work to build upon the momentum with The Chinese
Challenge 2010 through a 6-week nationwide contest. Similar to last year, the top

scorers will again be selected to compete on a televised Grand Final.

7. Through the content of The Chinese Challenge, we hope that in years to
come, we will be able to build a Chinese knowledge database for everyone who

is interested to learn more about the Chinese language and culture.

8. We humbly ask for your continued support in building this future for our

community. Thank you.
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