SPEECH BY MS LIM SAU HOONG, CHAIRPERSON OF PROMOTE
MANDARIN COUNCIL, AT THE 30™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE SPEAK
MANDARIN CAMPAIGN ON 17 MARCH 2009, 5.00 P.M. AT NTUC
AUDITORIUM.

Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew
Mr Lim Swee Say, Minister, Prime Minister’s Office

Rear Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck Yew, Senior Minister of State for Education and
Information, Communications & The Arts

H.E Zhang Xiaokang, Ambassador, Embassy of the People's Republic of China
Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good Afternoon

Introduction

It is my pleasure to be here with you today to celebrate the 30™ anniversary of
the Speak Mandarin Campaign. This campaign has come a long way since
Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew launched it 30 years ago. Over the years, we

have succeeded in inspiring more Singaporeans to speak and use Chinese.

And these efforts would not have been realized without our partners, who share
our vision of promoting Singapore’s proficiency in Chinese. To all our partners, |
would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continual support,
dedication, and conviction.



Importance of learning Mandarin

There are some who pick up the Chinese language because it proves useful in
business. There are some who regard it as a gateway to a rich 5000-year-old
culture, or perhaps to connect with their roots. And then there are some, who like

me, adopt the language simply because our parents said so.

Whatever your reasons may be, today more than ever, there is no denying the
importance of learning Chinese. The language has made its presence felt the
world over, given the seismic rise of China as a global economic and cultural
power. And to illustrate that point, we were all treated to the 2008 Summer
Olympic Games in Beijing.

A significant milestone for Promote Mandarin Council

And so, in addition to stressing the importance of the Chinese language, this year,
the Promote Mandarin Council hopes to also nurture Singaporeans’ appreciation
for Chinese culture. It is our desire that in time, Chinese Singaporeans are

distinguished as both effectively bilingual and bi-cultural.

A sneak preview of The Chinese Challenge

In two weeks time, the council will launch a new and engaging Challenge to
encourage Chinese Singaporeans to embrace Chinese, the language, and the
culture. It is the council’s wish that this Challenge will draw participants out of
their comfort zones and one day, be heard in Chinese.
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